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SENT ON BEHALF OF BOB CRONIN 
Facilities Division
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory

Ms. Santos, Mr. Armann,

Attached please find the notes and action items for the meeting that took place at your offices on April 24, 2015 regarding the
Old Town Demolition Project.

The signed original is being sent to you via certified mail today.

Regards,

-- 

Petra Wehle, M.A.
Technical Writer
510.495.2382
CE2 Contractor for LBNL
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Via email and certified mail 
Receipt No. 7009 2820 0004 4632 8836   Reference No.: ES-15-059d 


May 1, 2015 


Ms. Carmen Santos and Mr. Steve Armann 
US Environmental Protection Agency, Pacific Southwest, Region 9 
Land Division (LND-4-1) 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA  94105 


Subject: Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory Old Town Demolition Project 
April 24, 2015 Meeting Notes and Action Items 


Ms. Santos and Mr. Armann, 


Thank you for the opportunity to continue discussions about the Old Town Demolition 
Project (Project) at your office on April 24, 2015. The Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory (LBNL) and the US Department of Energy (DOE) are committed to working 
cooperatively with the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to investigate and 
clean up the polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) at the Project site and are supportive of 
EPA’s Lean-based approach for PCB cleanups to facilitate regulatory actions related to 
these activities. 


The following summarizes LBNL’s understanding of past and present action items and 
important conclusions resulting from the meeting. 


March Meeting Action Items and Status: 
• Carmen Santos completed the Project site tour on April 10, 2015. 
• LBNL completed review of the first draft Lean process document and provided 


comments in LBNL’s preliminary draft sent as an attachment to a letter dated 
April 22, 2015. 


• EPA provided an example for a removal and disposal plan in an email dated 
March 25, 2015. 


• EPA provided an Envirostor link to an example of cleanup plan in an email dated 
April 21, 2015. 


• LBNL Sampling and Analysis Plan to address building data gaps is in preparation 
(see below for details). 


• LBNL reviewed Toxic Substances Control Act assessment approaches and made 
a determination to use the risk-based approach for PCB remediation waste. 


• Steve Armann discussed the Project with Karen Toth of the California 
Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and determined that EPA will 
provide lead regulatory oversight for the PCB cleanup at Old Town. DTSC 
requested timely information and coordination from LBNL and EPA. DTSC will 
be copied on all formal communications from LBNL to EPA such as this letter. 
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Old Town Forecast Schedule: LBNL presented the Project forecast schedule. EPA is 
satisfied with the level of detail provided at the meeting and requested that this 
information be included with the final Lean process document. EPA's goal is to approve 
LBNL’s application in 56 calendar days or less. 


PCB Sampling and Analysis of Building (above slab) Materials: LBNL presented an 
approach to the above-slab building sampling and analysis plan. It is anticipated that 
LBNL will complete the sampling plan in early May 2015 and provide a copy to EPA. 
LBNL plans to complete sampling by late May 2015. A subsequent plan will be 
developed for slabs and soils. Steve Armann posited that Building 5 may only need 
sampling to meet the disposal facility waste acceptance criteria since it will be 
completely demolished and disposed of as low-level radioactive waste at the Nevada 
National Security Site (NNSS). EPA agreed to confirm that the PCB regulations would 
not require additional sampling and LBNL agreed to provide a copy of the NNSS Waste 
Acceptance Criteria.  


LBNL’s proposed sampling approach for Building 16 was generally acceptable to EPA. 
Carmen Santos indicated that the Subpart M procedures should be used for larger pipe 
and that she will send LBNL the methodology used by University of California, 
Berkeley, Lewis Hall for smaller pipe sampling (< 2 inches).  


Carmen Santos agreed to LBNL’s electrical cable insulation sampling approach, but 
asked that LBNL consider EPA’s guidance for ships, which EPA will send to LBNL. 
LBNL also proposed that no further sampling would be necessary if each 4-point 
composite sample for copper cable insulation is less than 10 milligram per kilogram 
(mg/kg) PCBs. EPA agreed to consider the proposal and provide a response to LBNL. 


Lean Process Document Development: EPA, DOE, and LBNL agree that the document 
should be considered to be more of a strategy or framework and not a legal agreement. 
LBNL prepared a revision to the first draft and sent it to EPA as an MS Word document 
on April 24, 2015. EPA will provide feedback or an updated revision in two weeks. The 
goal is to provide a final draft by the next meeting. LBNL noted that the final draft will 
need to be reviewed by its management and attorneys, and by DOE. 


Storm Drain Protection and Sediment Sampling: LBNL presented storm drain 
controls for the project area and the results of its preliminary sampling. Additional storm 
drain system investigation and management activities are planned for PCBs. EPA 
recommended that LBNL review the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s aquatic habitat cleanup study for Yosemite Slough near Hunters Point. 
Carmen Santos will send the Yosemite Slough web link to LBNL. EPA agreed that 
addressing the PCBs in the storm drains need not delay the Project. On April 23, 2015 
LBNL left a voice mail message with the Regional Water Quality Control Board 
requesting a return call to discuss PCBs in the Project area.  


Next Meeting: The next LBNL / EPA joint meeting is scheduled for the morning of 
Friday, May 29, 2015 at the EPA offices. 
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